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FRANKLIN
GRADES K-4

EXPLORING NEW TERRITORY
Mrs. Negen's kindergarten class toured the new Laurentian
Elementary last month! The students loved exploring the
indoor playground, the beautiful new classrooms, and
everything in between. There was no shortage of smiles and
excitement for their new school opening Fall 2022!

SOMEONE FAMOUS AT FRANKLIN

Daniel Durant from Duluth, MN has been working at the
Franklin Elementary as an ASL interpreter for the past few
years. Daniel grew up in Duluth. While at Franklin, Daniel
works with Asher to help him communicate with staff and
students using ASL.
On television, Daniel is known for roles in the ABC Family
series, Switched at Birth, and the second season of the
Netflix series, You. Durant starred in the Academy Awardwinning film, CODA. CODA won awards for Best Picture,
Best Adapted Screenplay, and Best Supporting Actor.
Congratulations to Daniel and the rest of the cast from
CODA!
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IT ALL ADDS UP

Eveleth Gilbert Youth In Action (YIA) sponsored a coin war
for kindergarten through fourth graders at the Franklin
Elementary in Eveleth. The grades battled it out, and overall
raised $1,500 that was donated to the Quad City Food Shelf.
YIA sponsored the coin war because it was exciting for the
younger students (and their teachers). It was a way we
could help out our community, and it was also a way we
could get the elementary students involved in our school.
We are so proud of our elementary students, and teachers,
for making this coin war such a huge success!
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PARKVIEW
GRADES PREK-2

EARTH DAY AT SILVER LAKE
The first grade celebrated Earth Day by taking a class field
trip to Silver Lake to participate in hands on learning! The
students viewed the water cycle in action, discussed what
pollution is, went on a nature scavenger hunt, and
participated in an interactive Invasive Species game. The
presentation was organized by Rebecca, a Community
Conservationist from North St. Louis Soil and Water
Conservation.
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EXPERIMENTING
IN PREK
The PreK Friday wrap around class explored and conducted
weather experiments. They tested how wind moves heavy
and light objects. They added water droplets to clouds until
they became saturated and rain fell.

ROOSEVELT
GRADES 3-6
CHICKS & GOATS, OH MY!

Out of the 53 eggs in the incubator in Mrs. Spry’s class, 30
of them hatched. It was a great learning experience. Some
of them were adopted by the students and are now lucky
little pets. One of the best opportunities of this experience
was the 5th grade teaching the high school zoology class of
Mrs. Papenfuss-Krage all they had learned about hatching
chicks. And since they had chicks, why not bring in goats!
The adorable Nigerian Dwarf Goats visited the classroom as
well! Thank you, Karen, for taking the time to share.
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SHIPS AHOY

Mrs. Spry’s 5th grade worked on boats made of recycled
materials. They used the design process and learned about
buoyancy, water displacement, and parts of a boat to guide
them. They will take these to the stream at the school forest
and test them to see if they make it from start to finish.

May 2022

HOME AWAY FROM HOME

All Roosevelt students toured the Franklin school. This will
be their home for the next two years while the new North
Star Elementary is being built.
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RECYCLE, RECYCLE, RECYLE

TEAMING UP FOR EARTH DAY

The VHS LEO Club partnered with the Roosevelt 5th and
6th grade students to participate in the 2022 Earth Day
Movement. Students worked to clean up our community
and learned more about recycling.

For the April Kindergarten Buddy visit to Mrs. Streier’s
class, the 5th grade helped them make an earth mobile and
read books about Earth Day.

Roosevelt 6th graders and LEO members picked up garbage
in our city and Roosevelt 5th graders and LEO members
held a Recycled Boat competition for the 5th grade
students.
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NELLE SHEAN

A SCHOOL YEAR GOES QUICKLY
April 28th was a fun-filled day in School Readiness at the
Gilbert Campus as it was the the last day for our three-year
olds (Most are four now1). It was such a joy having them in
class this year! They learned so much, and have grown in all
aspects of school!

GRADES PREK, 5-6
MATH IS FUN!

The sixth grade students at Nelle Shean just finished a Math
unit on Perimeter and Area. Their final project was a
scavenger hunt to find inside and outside geometric figures
and identify their perimeters and areas. The kids used tape
measures to collect data and their iPads to organize and
present the information. It was a fun activity and a good
way to finish up a week of MCA testing.

Thank you to the 4/5 year olds for helping and being great
role models for the younger kids. These students will be
missed during these last few weeks of school - hearing their
laughter, seeing their smiles, all the stories they tell, and so
much more!
Thank you parents for letting them be part of our class this
year! We will miss you! It’s not goodbye - it’s see you next
year in preschool as four-year olds!

SEE YOU
IN THE
FALL!
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EGHS
GRADES 9-12

BLOOD CENTER AT EGHS

On Monday April, 25th the Eveleth-Gilbert High School
hosted a blood drive for the Memorial Blood Centers. This
drive completed the commitment Rock Ridge schools has
made to host three blood drives throughout the school year.
Students from the Public and Professional Speaking course
talked with their classmates about why it is important to
give blood and assisted students with the sign up process.

SALUTING OUR TALENTED ARTISTS
Students in EGHS Deb Custer's Art Class have the
opportunity to express themselves in a patriotic way while
earning a chance to be recognized with a cash award and
possibly qualifying for the District and National level
competing for awards totaling over $30,000.
Art submissions must be on canvas or paper and include
water color, pencil, pastel, charcoal, tempera, crayon,
acrylic, pen, oil marker or other media taught. Students are
also required to include an article depicting the inspiration
behind their work. These young artists have chosen a wide
variety of media and are to be commended for their talent
and expression of Patriotism.
Johanna Westby, Lauren Lautigar, and Katelyn Torrel
recently placed first, second, and third place in the Young
American Creative Patriotic Art Contest sponsored by the
Eveleth VFW's Auxiliary.
Congratulations to Johanna Westby as her art work has
been sent on to the District level of competition for placing
first.

Ms. Larson, who has hosted blood drives at EG for many
years, made the students breakfast to ensure they were well
hydrated and had high iron and vitamin C levels which helps
students recover from the blood donation. First time donor
Katelyn Torrel said, “It wasn’t as bad as I thought it would
be,” although she added that she was a little fatigued
afterward. Senior Emily Kemp, who has donated blood for
the past two years at Eveleth-Gilbert, noted that she
originally signed up because of the impact it could have on
those in our area - especially during times of a blood
shortage.
That direct impact could be seen on Monday as one of our
former students who benefited from donations was
featured on the “bloodmobile” bus. Rock Ridge Public
schools and Memorial Blood Centers plan to continue to
work together on future blood drives.
Donate blood, Save lives!

C
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VHS Grades 7-12

A FLURRY OF SPRING ACTIVITIES
With less than a month left of school, there are many endof-the-year events taking place at Rock Ridge Virginia High
School. Band, choir, and orchestra concerts, athletic events,
Prom, Spring Week, Teacher Appreciation, graduation, and
the all night grad party, etc. On May 3, all 7th graders will
attend a field trip to the Minnesota Discovery Center in
Chisholm for the Iron Range Science and Engineering
Festival. On May 27, the scholarship and awards event is
happening in Goodman Auditorium. At that time, we will
also unveil our first ever all-school LIP DUB, which promises
to be an exciting event!
Here are a few big things happening at VHS lately:
On Monday, April 25, the high school bands put on an
awesome performance, even raising over $1000 that was
matched and will be used for student events in the
upcoming year:

On April 12th, 2022, six Rock Ridge High School students
attended the Society for Mining, Metallurgy, and
Exploration (SME) Conference at the Iron Trail Motors
Event Center. This conference is a regionally focused event
featuring technical programs that attracts hundreds of
mining professionals throughout the Midwest. The six
students who attended the SME event were Jillian Zeidler,
Britta Nordin, Thomas Glissman, Brady Pettinelli, Matti
Koski, and Kaari Harsila. They also had the opportunity to
shadow the Student Section of SME housed at Iron Range
Engineering in Virginia, MN. When asked about the most
important takeaways from the event, Matti responded,
“Everyone who I talked to about getting a mechanical
engineering degree (many people) said to just get it done
and then I'll have lots of opportunities to do many different
jobs after college.” Brady Pettinelli stated, “It was a
phenomenal experience!” Thomas Glissman went on to say,
“I learned how many different jobs and employment
opportunities there are in the field of mining & engineering
and how all those different jobs are related and sort of work
together.” Jillian Zeidler added, “I learned how important
mining and engineering careers are to our local economy,
and how many different opportunities there are.” The new
Rock Ridge School is looking forward to working with
engineering and science professionals and organizations
like SME to connect students to careers related to natural
resources,
architecture
and
construction
trades,
manufacturing, science and engineering, and mining.

Each day during the week of May 2-6, Teacher Appreciation
Week, Student Council members made and delivered
different hand-made cards and treats to all teachers. Here,
Cora Eilola-Zallar and Ethan Pond deliver Smarties candies
and a card that says, “Thanks for making us a bunch of
Smarties!” from the VHS STUCCO (Student Council).

Jillian Zeidler, Britta Nordin, Thomas Glissman, Brady Pettinelli,
Matti Koski, and Kaari Harsila
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Rock Ridge students built NEW dugout benches! Students
in Mr. Foster’s Building Construction class designed and
built all of the dugout benches for the new Rock Ridge
Varsity Softball and Varsity Baseball dugouts. Students
researched different dugout bench styles, built a prototype,
modified the prototype, and then built 8 benches that were
14’ long, and two benches per dugout. While building these
benches, the student focus was on mass production
techniques which included making jigs and fixtures to
ensure accuracy and quality.
The Apparel Design and Construction class at the Virginia
Campus has been using their skills for good and Sewing For
A Cause! It started when the class received a sizable
donation of fleece fabric. After some discussion, they
decided to sew stuffed animals, blankets, and large tote
bags and to donate those items to the St. Louis County
Child Foster Care program. Students said that the stuffed
animals may have been the most fun to make. They started
with a basic pattern and then individualized each animal;
they even included a little sleeping bag for those stuffed
animals. This project took several weeks and students
learned about project management, problem solving,
pattern making, measuring, fabric selection, safety
considerations when sewing for young children, and more.
Both Michelle Brown and Briana Aaser from the Child
Foster Care program came to the classroom on Friday, April
22 and were very pleased to receive the donations. Shannon
Malovrh, CTE director, was also on hand. She had donated
the fabric that was received from a previous grant.
Overall, these students in the FCS program learned many
new skills and the Foster Care program now has some
needed items to give to children.

A R O U N D

The VHS Class of 2022 nominated Mr. Wayne
Christiansen to be their graduation speaker.

May 2022

T H E

D I S T R I C T

Students at Franklin Elementary had a blast
in the snow this APRIL!?
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The Rock Ridge Speech Team won the Section 7A
title! Twelve speakers moved on to the State
Tournament in Apple Valley on April 23.
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