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FRANKLIN
GRADES K-4
ELBOW DEEP IN SCIENCE

On Friday, May 13, the students in Mr. Grigal's kindergarten
class participated in a full day of fun science experiments
and demonstrations. They learned the science behind
making colorful slime, exploding volcanoes, giant super
bubbles, and the kid friendly version of how to make
"elephant's toothpaste."
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SAYING THANK YOU

The fourth grade students from Franklin Elementary
participated in a service project on May 17. The students
walked to the Eveleth cemetery and placed American flags
in honor of Memorial Day.

June 2022

ADDING A KID'S TOUCH
The students at Franklin (almost Laurentian students) left
their mark at the new school by painting rocks and leaving
them outside on the Laurentian Elementary grounds! It will
be great to see the beautifully colored rocks there when
school starts in the fall!
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PARKVIEW
GRADES PREK-2
A BUSY, FUN ENDING
Parkview has wrapped up the year with the students having
some fun outside of our building. Classes have taken field
trips to The Bear Center, Mr. Ed's Farm, Cook's Country
Connection, Canelakes, The Sugar Shack, The Virginia
Public Library, The Virginia Fire Department, Virginia City
Hall, and Greens on Fourteenth. We have been busy
learning things about our town and the area around us. We
also held the Parkview Game Day where students were able
to participate in station activities. Fun was had by all!
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ROOSEVELT
GRADES 3-6
TIME OUTDOORS IS TIME WELL
SPENT
Thank you, Will Buggert, for volunteering each year to give
our 5th graders a wonderful learning experience! They were
able to use the orienteering course he created and learn
very important basic forest aid skills. Mrs. Spry’s class
practiced in the classroom, then were tested at the school
forest where they earned a prize if answering correctly. Will
has a lot of energy and loves sharing his knowledge.

5th graders volunteered time to clean, rake, and pick up
garbage at the Children’s Memorial at Lake Side park.

5th graders learned the parts of a compass, true versus
magnetic north, and followed a designated list of degrees to
navigate their way along a path. Once they completed their
path, they checked in with the teacher to see if they were
successful by listing letters hidden in the woods in the
correct order.
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Using cooperative skills, communication, and a little bit of
muscle, 5th graders put together a bridge at the school
forest. The five bridges were designed and created by our
high school students.

Congratulations on your retirement, Patty!

Roosevelt students and staff, grades 3-6, gathered together
for one last photo before the building is torn down. It is sad,
yet they are very excited to see the new school that will be
built in our community.

Roosevelt students had lunch at the school forest on their
last visit this year. They have been so fortunate to have
Patty as the chef (and secretary), even though it’s her last
one before retirement. She will be greatly missed!

Roosevelt playground on May 31.

See you all at North Star Elementary
(formerly Franklin Elementary in Eveleth) in the fall!
June 2022
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EGJH

GRADES 7-8
ONE MORE CUT
The LAST EGJH’s "Make The Cut". These students were
nominated throughout the year for various character traits!

CONGRATULATIONS!
SEVENTH GRADE: Erin H, Ashlyn P, and Cece G.
EIGHTH GRADE: Maddi R, Ryan S, and Michael K.
Seventh graders Erin and Ashlyn.

Seventh grade recipients along with Principal Todd Griepentrog.
Seventh grader Cece and eighth grader Maddi.

Eighth grade recipients along with Principal Todd Griepentrog.
June 2022

Eighth graders Ryan and Michael.
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NELLE SHEAN STAFF WERE SLIMED

The EG Bears PTA held their annual Snicker's Pizza
fundraiser this spring. The reward for students' remarkable
efforts were rewarded by having the opportunity to "slime"
staff which included Principal Griepentrog and Mr.
Landwer.

EGHS
GRADES 9-12
NHS MEMBERS CRUISE INTO THE
END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

FRIENDLY COMPETITIONS

On May 24, members of the Eveleth-Gilbert National Honor
Society celebrated their hard work in the schools and
community with a trip to Duluth for a Vista Fleet cruise with
their advisor Mr. Kevin Burritt. The 75-minute cruise was
fully narrated, allowing everyone aboard to grasp historical
information on the landmarks that passed by. Some of the
sights included the Duluth Aerial Lift Bridge, Lake Superior,
Great Lakes Tugboat Fleet, and the Historic Grain Elevators.
During the cruise, concessions were available for purchase,
and passengers played trivia with the chance to win prizes.

The Eveleth Gilbert Jr. High finished the school year with an
awards ceremony and students vs. teacher knowledge bowl
tournament. The teachers happened to win this year in a
close contest against the students. After lunch, students
went to the park for a game of Capture the Flag and ended
the the day with a 7th grade vs. 8th grade Tug of War. This
year, the 8th grade students were the victors!

To make the experience even better, the weather was
beautiful, and the students enjoyed the pleasant breeze on
the upper deck. Following the cruise, the group headed to
the mall for lunch and shopping. It was a successful day of
fun and bonding to help commemorate the year!
Members present on the trip were: Eli Boe, Brennan
Muhich, Brandon Pionk, Drew Nelson, Carter Orent, John
Schulzetenberg, Nick Troutwine, Will Bittmann, Lauren
Lautigar, Kendra Rosati, Joey Westby, Emily Kemp, Brooke
Thyen, Tayler Harju, Amanda Johnson, Katelyn Torrel,
Maggie Koskela, Avah Kraushaar, Anna Heinonen, and Kadie
Peterson.
According to their website, Vista Fleet has been operating
for over 60 years, and their kind staff values giving each
passenger a memorable experience.

C

June 2022

Page 7

Issue 9

ROCK RIDGE REPORTER
and an inverted glass. Each item on the table represents the
emotions and feelings reserved for soldiers who did not
come home. For example, the pinch of salt symbolizes our
tears.
The band, under the direction of Mr. Kevin Szumal,
performed the Star-Spangled Banner and the Armed Forces
Salute, highlighting the songs of the Army, Air Force, Navy,
Coast Guard, and Marines. During the song, members of the
audience were instructed to stand when their respective
branch was played. In Flanders Fields was performed by the
choir, directed by Ms. Reida Forsman.
The following students read various excerpts relating to
Memorial Day: Will Bittmann, Eli Boe, Jake Bradach, Anna
Heinonen, Amanda Johnson, Avah Kraushaar, Rebecca
Muster, John Schulzetenberg, and Katelyn Torrel. In
addition, Brennan Muhich read his essay entitled “America:
Where Do We Go From Here?” that was awarded 4th place
in the state in the Voice of Democracy audio-essay
scholarship program. Anna Heinonen and Cooper Williams
concluded the program with a powerful rendition of Taps.
The Eveleth-Gilbert National Honor Society would like to
thank everyone in attendance who came to honor our fallen
soldiers.

MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM
HONORS FALLEN SOLDIERS
For many years, it has been a tradition for the National
Honor Society (NHS) to host a Memorial Day program to
honor the brave men and women who lost their lives
fighting for the freedoms we enjoy every day. After a twoyear hiatus due to the pandemic, the students were pleased
to bring the program back on May 26 in the EGHS
gymnasium. Members of the community were invited and
encouraged to attend, especially those who served or are
serving in the Armed Forces.

CONGRATS, EGHS CLASS OF 2022!

Individuals from the Mesaba Range Post 1172, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, and Auxiliary of Eveleth, as well as the George
and Mark Klobuchar VFW Post 4456 and Auxiliary of Gilbert,
posted the colors.
On the stage sat an empty, round table with a white cloth,
red rose, red ribbon, slice of lemon, a pinch of salt, the Bible,
June 2022
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VHS Grades 7-12

A GREAT ENDING TO THE YEAR
The end of the year has been very exciting at Virginia High
School. Friday, May 27, was the end of Spring Week. At the
awards ceremony on Friday morning, we announced over
$883,000 in scholarships given away to our seniors and
their upcoming adventures. Kaari Harsila was named Class
of 2022 Valedictorian and Britta Nordin and Abby Kramer
were Co-Salutatorians. We acknowledged our students of
the semester and our athletes of the year, Cameron Stocke
and Ava Fink, and named the top 10% of each class, 9-12.
We are so proud of our students!
Throughout the month of May, the entire student body
took part in filming our VHS Lip Dub 2022, which
celebrated every club, every sport, every activity, and every
student! It is set to Justin Timberlake’s “Can’t Stop the
Feeling”. The goal was to bring back our vivacious school
spirit that has been challenged during and since COVID,
and to memorialize special parts of the building, which will
be torn down next year. We are proud of our finished
product, which was filmed and edited by senior Brady
Pettinelli. Seniors Hope Spaeth, Britta Nordin, Abby
Kramer, and Kaari Harsila also took part in the planning and
the many days of organizing, filming, and finishing the
video. We are so excited that over the past ONE WEEK
since its YouTube debut, our video has garnered almost
7200 views! Celebrate with us by checking out the VHS
2022
Lip
Dub
video
here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3fIii_asqg

Spring sports have been an exceptional challenge this year
due to the cold and rainy spring. Several events were
postponed due to weather, only to be postponed again, still
due to weather! Most games/matches were made up, and in
the end, our Boys' Tennis team is the Section Champ,
headed to state, and Jared Delich and Gavin Benz qualified
as singles, and Owen Buggert and Jake Bradach qualified as
a doubles team. In track and field, qualifiers for the State
Meet include Aaron Nelson (3200 meters), Cameron Stocke
(Section Champ 800 and 1600 meters), Ava Fink (100 and
200 meters), Nora Stark (1600 meters), Sydney Fitzgerald
(Section Champ Shot Put).
Next year, all Virginia High School athletics will merge with
Eveleth-Gilbert and will compete as Rock Ridge Wolverines!
Finally, the VHS graduation ceremony was live-streamed on
Friday, June 3 and is available for viewing at
https://youtu.be/kDKRC50u0-E

8th grader Nora Stark. Photo credit: Allison Kate Photography

CONGRATS, VHS CLASS OF 2022!

VHS's Senior Top 10%: (Back Row L-R) Brady Pettinelli, Abby Kramer, Gavin
Benz, Britta Nordin, Ella Lamppa. (Front) Ava Fink, Hope Spaeth, Kaari Harsila.
Not pictured: Kelsey Squires, Kristin Williams, and Cassie Williams.
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