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Third grade students at Laurentian Elementary received
their own personal dictionary as part of the Iron Range
Rotary’s “Dictionaries for Third Graders” project. The goal
of this program is to assist all students in becoming good
writers, active readers, creative thinkers, and resourceful
learners by providing them with their own personal
dictionary. THANK YOU to the Iron Range Rotary and Linda
Myklebust!

FRIDAY FUN WITH FOOD
Mrs. Wolner's kindergarten class at
Laurentian Elementary enjoys "Foodie Friday".
Each Friday, the students try new foods! They
made flags for Veterans Day using graham
crackers, frosting, blueberries, and
raspberries!

https://www.facebook.com/rockridgewolverines
https://www.instagram.com/rockridgewolverines/
https://twitter.com/RRWolverines
https://rrps.org/
https://rrps.org/
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EXPLORING VETERANS DAY
Fifth graders learned all about Veterans Day and ways to
honor our vets in their Social Studies class during
November.  

Students began by learning about the different branches of
the military, and putting together a slideshow showcasing
things they learned about their assigned topic, which were
shared with families. Then they read "America's White
Table" to learn about the table that is set to honor those
who are POW's or MIA and who have not returned home. A
display was set up in the hallway for students to see. Behind
it, names of family members who have served or who are
serving were collected and posted on the bulletin board.  

Students were then given nine different activities to choose
from to learn more about a specific topic. Students could
choose which five they wanted to complete. Options
included learning flag etiquette and practicing folding a flag
correctly, talking to a veteran, learning about the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier, the origin and practicing of our
National Anthem, various war memorials, the origin of
Veterans Day, or they could create something patriotic. All
students came away with a new level of understanding and
appreciation for those we owe so much to.  

THE 'IWC' AT THE 'LES'
Paul, from the International Wolf Center in Ely, came for a
visit to the school on November 22. He spoke with the 5th
graders about wolf ecology and how wolves fit into our
Minnesota ecosystem. He also brought animal artifacts and
an old wolf transmitter that the students were able to pass
around. The 5th graders have been studying plant and
animal adaptations and will be starting an ecosystem unit
after Thanksgiving. We appreciate the IWC’s Outreach
Program to bring this free program to our school! 
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Thanksgiving is a time of harvest and sharing. In this spirit,
Mrs. Reid's 2nd grade class wanted to see how this type of
sharing could work within their classroom. Each student
brought in a fruit to share. The students cut up the fruit and
put it into a class fruit salad.  They shared the fruit salad at
their snack time. It was a great way to learn about sharing
and it was a wonderful snack.

IN THE SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING

PARKVIEW
GRADES PREK-2



TEACHER DYES HAIR FOR SCIENCE
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This is about a teacher at North Star Elementary. Her name
is Mrs. Lebeque. On October 18, she said to every class in
sixth grade that if any students get 100% on their 30
elements test in her class, their name will be put into a jar
and whoever gets their name pulled out of the jar will get to
dye her hair.  

The kids who got a perfect score and dyed Mrs. Lebeque's
hair were Liam B., Trey S., Milja P. Ayden J. and Garrett R.
During lunchtime, they went to Mrs. Lebeque's classroom
and then she mixed the hair dye and sat in her chair. The
kids were excited to dye her hair and the colors they chose
were red, blue, hot pink, teal, and purple. They said it was a
fun and cool experience!

Mr. Cremer's Project Based Learners took part in an
inaugural fantasy football league recently.

Students drafted their own team on a budget and were
required to draft and chart weekly results.

The winners for the morning league were Jack Aystal and
Julius Milleson. Carson Wolf was the winner of the
afternoon league.

FOOTBALL FRENZY

WRITTEN BY NORTH STAR GRADE 6 STUDENTS: JAKOB MANN,
BRAXTON ROTHLEUTNER, AND LOGAN FLANNIGAN

Morning Winners: Jack & Julius and Afternoon Winner: Carson

'SNOW' FUN
North Star students have taken advantage of recent snow
and winter weather by enjoying the sliding hill before school
and during recess. Students are able to bring their own
sleds to use at school, but they must be the "roll-up" type
sled and be stored in their locker while not in use.
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The Eveleth-Gilbert Youth In Action sponsored a Penny
War in November to raise money for the Quad Cities Food
Shelf. Through the generous contributions of Eveleth-
Gilbert families, students, and staff, YIA was able to raise
$1,054.55! The grades had a good time competing against
each other. Thank you to everyone who was able to donate!

HANDS ON AT CSS

EVERY PENNY COUNTS

On October 5th, students from Rock Ridge traveled to the
College of St. Scholastica to attend the first annual Discover
Healthcare Expo. This was a hands-on, interactive,
informative setting where students learned about a variety
of healthcare careers. Booths ranging from OBGYN to
Information Services to Respiratory Therapists to
Mortuaries to Food Services to Surgical Techs were there.
Students were impressed by the options for healthcare
careers, and wished they had more time to talk to
representatives.  



What is the importance of Native American History Month? November has been the nationally recognized month to honor
the Native American population since 1990. Although Native American Heritage Month is a federal holiday of sorts, it hasnʼt
been celebrated much until recently. So why is this month so important?

In order to realize why a month dedicated to our countryʼs natives is so important, we should focus on their past first.
Native Americans have been in the Americas since around 100,000 B.C. However, colonizers from Europe had started
inhabiting the Americas around 1492. Since then, the indigenous population has faced many struggles. They not only lost
their land, but also their rights.

According to National Geographic, Andrew Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act, which forced Native Americans to give
up their land in the east. In 1851, congress passed the Indian Appropriations Act, which forced the Natives into small
reservations. Forcing the Indigenous Americans onto reservations completely disturbed their ways of life since a vast
majority of tribes were nomadic. Some may argue that the reservations were a good idea since Native Americans could
govern themselves, but thatʼs not necessarily true. The Native American reservations are managed by the federal
government, and every decision regarding the government or economy must go through a long path in the bureaucratic
process. In the earlier stages of the reservation system, the United States government gave the indigenous population
minimal food and supplies.

According to Boarding School Healing, Indegenous populations also faced cultural genocide through assimilation. From
1869 to the 1960s, Native American children were forced into residential schools. The residential schools were a part of the
governmentʼs attempts to convert the native children into white men and women. In the schools, the children were forced
to speak English, cut their hair, and abandon their culture, overall. When the children wouldnʼt cooperate, theyʼd be beaten
or even killed. The last Native American residential school didnʼt close until 2007.

Although the Native Americans faced many issues in the past, people tend to think those are the only issues. Native
Americans still face many problems in modern day society. According to Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women USA,
the rates of murder, abuse, assault, and human trafficking against Native American women are extremely high compared to
other races.
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Grades 7-12VHS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INDIGENOUS
POPULATION WRITTEN BY VHS STUDENT MORGAN LEHTI

get beaten, and are brutalized. The way generational trauma from
cultural assimilation has continued to affect us to this day. The way
we are influenced by those who hurt us, and they donʼt even know.
The way they put us on small lands to exercise our culture, yet they
get the vast majority of the lands we had to strive off of.” Benner
went on to explain how the indigenous population is still struggling
to regain their culture over hundreds of years of brutal assimilation.
She also claims that the Anishinaabe tribe has especially struggled,
now having only three fluent Ojibwe speakers. Alexander Pete, a
senior at Virginia High School, added onto Bennerʼs comments. “Itʼs
good for our native people to stay connected, and itʼs good to let
other people know about our history,” Pete says.

During the month of November, we should listen to Native voices.
We should listen to their personal experiences, or the experiences
of their tribes and families. We should not only listen, but learn. To
some, Native American Heritage Month is just that; another month.
But to the Indigenous population, it is a time to teach, learn, and
appreciate each other. 

Aeisah Benner, a junior at Virginia High School, says “I feel like [Native American Heritage Month] is important because of
the tragic and brutal treatment of our ancestors. The fact that [colonizers] assimilated our culture down to our tribe only
having three fluent speakers. The way they murdered those children in the boarding schools and beat them if they spoke
their own language. The way the indigenous women go missing, 
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